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tion and public health formalities as one of the most impor- 
tant aspects of the organization work. Governments in in- 
creasing numbers had taken an active interest in facilitation 
as a positive objective, he said, and some had created special 
bodies to investigate ways of simplifying existing practices. 
The recommendations of the first Division meeting in 1946 
had attained no final goal, but it was now possible to look for 
particular trouble spots, annoyances and bottlenecks and to 
apply individual correction. He urged the conference to be 
liberal in making decisions since there would be no further 
opportunity for experts to discuss and agree upon the forms 
that new propositions could most usefully take. 


KENSINGTON AIR STATION 


ie has been estimated that during the summer nearly 100,000 
air travellers will pass through Kensington Air Station 
each month and that the B.E.A. booking centre at Dor- 
jand Hall, Regent Street, will have some 40,000 aircraft seats 
for sale. The situation of the air station will save between 
15 and 20 minutes in the town-to-airport coach drive. There 
will be eight passenger departure bays, each of which will be 
Fable to deal with a Separate departure every 15 minutes. The 


station will therefore be capable of handling 32 aircraft move- 
ments or about 800 departing passengers per hour. Telephone 
and teleprinter services are linked with Northolt and London 
Airports and a communications network has been set up to 
ensure that the latest news of European and U.K. aircraft 
movements is constantly available. 


FLYING BOAT INTERCEPTED 


Dees Plymouth flying-boat Pevensey was intercepted by 
American P.80 jet fighters whilst flying on the normal 
weekly service between Iwakuni and Hong Kong on May 21st, 
The captain of the flying-boat followed the interceptors, made 
voice communication ‘with Okinawa and was then allowed to 
proceed without alighting. At Iwakuni, the B.O.A.C. terminal 
in Japan, there is a Eureka Beacon, a broadcasting station and 
V.H.F. D/F, and at Hgng Kong the radio aids include H.F. 
D/F, M.F, Beacons, A.S.V. Beacons and a Eureka Beacon. 
On the route, which is flown by day, the aircraft are in constant 
contact with American controlled ground W/T stations from 
which bearings and fixes are obtained. The U.S. Air Force 
have said that the flying-boat was 300 miles off course and 
had given no Warning of its fight plan. 


BREVITIES 


Examinations will be held for First Class Navigators’ 
Licences commencing July rath at London, Hamble and in 
Scotland, The closing date for applications is June 21st. 

* * * 


Instrument landing equipment recently installed at Jersey 
and referred to in Flight, May 13th, was developed and pro- 
duced by Pye, Ltd., of Cambridge, under a British Govern- 
ment contract with the technical collaboration of the Marconi 
company . 
eee a * * 

With Bristol Wayfarers and some Beechcraft, Air Transport 
et Cie., the French charter company, are opening up a week- 
end schedule service between London and Dinard, The fare 
will be £6 single and {ro return, 

* *. * 

At the Council Dinner of the Royal Aeronautical Society 

in London on May 27th, Lord Nathan, Minister of Civil 


pti 


MOSCOW: Passengers disembarking from an IL-12 ot the central 
airport. Summer schedules are now in full operation throughout the 
Soviet Union and it is understood that six times as many passengers 
| are being carried as in pre-war years. 


Aviation, in discussing the relationship between the Ministry 
and the airline corporations, said: '‘ As I see it, the key is to 
leave the corporations as far as possible to work out their 
own salvation through the united wisdom of their Boards 
operating within the framework of the Statute. Ministerial 
and Departmental contact with them should be close, but of 
an informal rather than a formal nature.’’ He added that 
he was available to help them, when they asked him, in their 
troubles and anxieties. 
+. * * 

The Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation of San Diego 
has increased the price of the Convair 240 to about £100,000, 
with certain reductions depending upon the number, and which 
version is ordered. 

* * * 

A new fast service between Brussels and Johannesburg with 
direct connection from London was started by Sabena on 
May 26th. DC-6 aircraft are to operate the route, ¢1 which 
fiving time has been reduced to 25hrs. 

* * * 

Lancashire Aircraft Corporation have applied to the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation and B.E.A. for licences to operate scheduled 
air services in the north of England. Several routes have been 
applied for and radiate from the company’s home base &at 
Yeadon, Leeds, to the Isle of Man, Ireland, Scotland and 
Southern England. 

* * 

The first experimental helicopter mail service in thiscountry 
was due to begin with a take-off from Peterborough at og55hrs 
on June 1st, and the aircraft’s schedule included calls at King’s 
Lynn, Wells, Sheringham, Cromer, Norwich, Thetford, Diss, 
Harleston and Great Yarmouth. The service is being operated 
by B.E.A. in conjunction with the G.P.O. 

* * 7 

The first non-stop coast-to-coast passenger service in the 
United States has been started by the Sky-Coach Company. 
The inaugural flight was made by a Skymaster carrying 45 pas- 
sengers from Newark, New Jersey, to Long Beach, California. 
The usual refuelling stop at Wichita, Kansas, was eliminated. 

> * * 

The Air Registration Board has made a second issue of 
Notice to Licensed Aircraft Engineers and to Owners of Civil 
Aircrajt No, 26. A modification has been introduced to avoid 
the possibility of the rudder bar connecting strut fouling the 
first pilot’s rudder controls on the Miles Gemini and Messenger 
aircraft. 

A second issue has also been made of Notice No. 27 and 
concerns the de Havilland four-bladed propellers on Hercules 
engines. The types of spider assembly which have failed are 
listed in the Notice, and also the action to be taken to avoid 
failure. 


> * * ‘ 


During its first year under Icelandic control, Keflavik airport 
handled 1,256 commercial transatlar‘ic aircraft, operated by 
over 11 scheduled airlines, and 21,726 passengers in transit. 
Mail and cargo carried through the airport totalled more than 
1} million pounds. A total of 3,453 passengers and 59,479Ib 
of cargo and mail were taken on board at Keflavik for destina- 
tions in Europe and America, and 3,249 passengers, 535,9551b 
of cargo and mail arrived there from overseas. April was the 


